These are posts from a discussion group (JBAS) and therefore reflect off-the-top-of-the-head musing without much attention to proper grammar or other niceties. Topics often relate to book reviews.
Posts on Consciousness
This is an area where human exploration has led to increasing knowledge of what reality is about- about the quantum level of reality- and it offers some fascinating thoughts (the awe of being alive and the existence of everything- Campbell, Myths to Live By). I have been thinking of this since Julia’s comments the other day from Morowitz on our being the transcendence of God (a bit of a non-intuitive comment from Morowitz). But this idea of us being embodiments of the divine and of consciousness. What makes human persons so valued. That we are conscious and can comprehend something of this reality we exist within.

Deepak Chopra, not someone I would usually turn to for insights, nonetheless makes some interesting points in his book How to Know God. He interacts with quantum material and other. He notes for instance, just what Dyson and other scientists state about reality, that it flashes in and out of existence many times every micro-second. The entire universe. He says, “You and I exist as flashing photons with a black void in between each flash…we are being created, over and over again, all the time…Who is behind this never ending creation? Whose power of mind or vision is capable of taking the universe away and putting it back again in a fraction of a second?...The virtual domain (his term to describe this) is so inconceivable that only religious language seems to touch it at all”

Then on apparent randomness: “There are no victims. Everything is well ordered; things happen as they should. Random events are guided by a higher wisdom. Chaos is an illusion; there is total order to all events. Nothing happens without a reason”

Then he probes the human person and human brain. He says, “Amid the chaotic swirls of chemicals and electrons, no one has ever found a memory…even though we can identify the memory centers of the brain, no one has ever proved that memory is stored there…the notion that we store memory the way a computer stores it by imprinting microchips with bits of information is not supported by the evidence. When neurologists try to prove it, they soon hit a wall”.

“Neurons are a poor receptacle for memory because at bottom their molecules are not solid. They are patterns of invisible energy grouped into the appearance of particles. These energy packets themselves survive only on the quantum level; go deeper still to the virtual level and the patterns dissolve, the energy vanishes into ghostly vibrations and then into nothing. Can memory be stored in nothing?” He is speaking to the mystery of the human mind and person.

Continuing, “Where in the brain can you find any mechanism that possesses intuition, creativity, insight, imagination, understanding, intent, knowing, will, decision, or spirit?” He goes on about the separate existence of mind. And he continues this line of thought that life events do not unfold randomly even though materialistic views insist they do. “Some hidden intelligence seems to know when and how to transform us, often when we least expect it…no model of the brain has come close to explaining how a cluster of neurons could transform itself”

His point- “It is profound to realize that my true self is not rooted in time and space. Virtual reality is my source, and like a light wave my body flows out of it, but the source doesn’t go anywhere. Therefore my connection to that source doesn’t go any where, either…No religious claim is being made here. These are stubborn quantum facts. I have never left my source, it is always with me”.
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