No Separation Ever- Essay 25
Separation is a harsh reality that has brought unlimited misery to humanity. We experience a sense of loss and loneliness over even temporary separations from family and friends. We experience intense emotional pain and turmoil over the more permanent separation that death brings. But how do we even begin to calculate the psychic pain that has been engendered by the belief in a fundamental cosmic separation of life from the very source of good and love in the universe (God)? 

This theme of separation from the ultimate reality has been the most psychologically damaging idea to have ever arisen in ancient systems of belief.

The ultimate origin of the concept or sense of separation may be traced to animal life and the practice of animals to separate into bands that opposed and destroyed one another. Band separation also spawned the related drives of opposition, exclusion, domination and destruction of competing outsiders. This band orientation and its associated drives became hardwired into the primitive animal brain which formed the core of the modern human brain. These drives were all expressions of the more fundamental emotion of fear.

These base drives were later projected outward in early human mythology in the themes of angry gods abandoning fallen humanity. The evidence of divine separation and abandonment seemed apparent in the destructive forces of nature which the ancients believed were controlled by the gods. Untimely death at the hands of nature was believed to be proof that people had died due to having angered the gods. Sickness and other forms of suffering led to the same conclusion. 
Later mythologies/religions would refine the belief that angry gods had separated from sinful people in a more formal Fall/apocalyptic mythology. This mythology stated that humanity had once been at one with God (the original paradise) but had sinned, causing God to abandon the human race and curse the earth and all life. Humanity was then eternally separated from God with the ultimate separation to be experienced in Hell, a place where God and good were not existent.
Religions then emerged to develop endless categories of division that would reinforce the sense of separation: these included the sacred/profane, the pure/impure, sin/righteousness, saved/lost, believers/unbelievers, children of God/children of Satan and others. It could be argued that other human barriers also developed from this sense of separation that humanity inherited; barriers related to such things as ethnicity, nationality, and ideology.

The concept of separation has had an enduring and profoundly damaging impact on human consciousness. It is a central theme of the old story of life, which views life and reality as fundamentally divided (the cosmos divided into good and evil realities).

Much endeavor of the ancients was consequently directed at resolving separation. This led to the development of ideas of salvation which involved the effort to overcome the separation from God. All attempts at sacrifice, offering and propitiation/appeasement were directed toward overcoming the cosmic separation of humanity from God, along with the suffering that separation has produced. Salvation was about the endeavor to restore the ruptured relationship and to get back into favor with God.

Tragically, this entire line of endeavor has been wasted time and energy because it has been built on a profound error in early human thinking- that humanity had actually become separated from God.

The new story of life now tells us something entirely different about life. There never was any separation from God or the spiritual or ultimate reality.  There is absolutely no credible evidence of any cosmic separation from God. This may be the most important and foundational difference between the old and new stories of life.

To the contrary, life has always been a story of becoming, of development, of growth, of progress and advance to something better. Far from being separated, the rise of humanity is evidence that God is intimately involved in life’s progress from something imperfect to something better. We can see clearly the divine image made manifest in the consciousness of people and their struggle for a better life and to be more humane creatures. In this emergence and maturing of consciousness we see the image of the hope, love and purpose that define ultimate reality.

Recognizing that at the heart of life and reality there is no separation now calls for a radical rethinking and redefining of all the other elements of human understanding and life that have been built on concepts of a fundamental separation. Separation has for so long been beaten into human consciousness that it has become almost like the hardwired core to human perception. Its dark influence has cast shadows in every area of human thought for multiple millennia.
In light of our appreciation that the new story of life points to no fundamental cosmic separation, we need to rethink everything in human worldviews, everything that has up till now been defined in terms of the myth of separation. Most important here would be the meaning of death. Death can not be, as the old story argues, about punishment, abandonment and loss. Death also has nothing to do with overcoming separation or finding a way of return. These are all the distortions that arose out of the original error of cosmic separation.

We have never been separated from the love that is at the core of all reality. Nothing has ever separated us from this love and even death with not cause any distance or disturbance in the eternal embrace of this love.
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