History’s Greatest Wild Goose Chase by Bob Brinsmead (email to JBAS Feb.10/05)

Chasing a mystical experience of God is just another wild goose chase. All this talk about God is crap because God is unimaginable, unthinkable, incomprehensible and has obviously chosen to remain so. This Transcendent and Unsolvable Mystery is not interested in our spiritual journey to find what remains above and beyond us, so we had better stop trying to break this door down because we were never meant to try. Perhaps I have to say it almost with blasphemous bluntness:  The Incomprehensible One is not interested in our trying to love the IO, serve the IO or search for the IO. It is a waste of time, and it is inhuman, and it is all crap.  The only image and sacrament of the Transcendent One is our neighbour, and if we will attend to this human dimension we will see the face of God – only in the neighbour.

Religion is pre-occupied with your relationship to God. It is no different in all the most ancient religions -  they all focused on how you treated your god.  And all disasters came because you didn’t treat god as you are obligated to do.  Along came the Ten Commandments, and we should see that the new thing here is that the focus of the Ten Commandments is not how you treat your god, but how you treat god’s image and presence in the person of your brother beside you.  For sure, the very unique focus of the Ten Commandments tended to be lost, but it is resurrected with power in the prophets.  Their focus again is not on how you related to god – they hate the festivals and the sacrifices and all this bowing down your head like a bulrush – “Let justice run down like waters, and right doing like a mighty stream.”  But again this focus on fellow humanity rather than the god was lost, especially in Apocalyptic which by the time of JBA had became a disease – like looking for the cataclysmic end of world with the Divine Intervener coming to magically fix the world up in one fell swoop.  Then JBA comes on the scene, and his focus too is wholly on the horizontal relationship.

“Leave your gift at the altar and go and be reconciled to your brother.”  And leave off Matthew’s pietistic gloss about then bringing your gift to the altar.  No, there is no altar to think about other than human reconciliation, peace, forgiveness, justice, compassion and so on!  Abandon the search for God and search out humanity instead. Get rid of the first great commandment by conflating it into arena of human existence. JBA did not have two great commandments to give us.  He only had one. No one has said it better than Paul Sheehan (The Coming of the First Kingdom) – that God has disappeared by becoming incarnate in humanity and had thereby reduced all our obligations and goals into justice and charity. That is what JBA was all about.  Religion and mysticism is just playing the great escape from reality – that is to say, joining in the search for God which is the greatest wild goose chase in history.  That’s why I’m not comfortable with Borg’s mysticism.

