Global Warming In A Broader Context

Global warming proponents state that people burning fossil fuels (e.g. oil) are causing the release of excessive CO2 into the atmosphere and this leads to the warming of the globe. It sounds straightforward enough (especially after years of being beaten into public consciousness), except that when you begin to look more closely at the issues involved it then becomes evident that it is a very complex issue and we are nowhere near certain as to what is happening and what is causing it.

Consider the following facts. The many scientists who are skeptical of global warming are some of the most respected in the world (climatologists, meteorologists, geologists, and others) and they are not funded by or indebted in some way to big oil companies. Nor are they in a state of denial. Also remember that some 18,000 scientists signed the Oregon document (Oregon Institute of Science and Medicine) to state their opposition to the Kyoto Protocol. They publish hundreds of articles on their research in peer-reviewed scientific journals. So there is no ‘consensus’ on global warming. Some scientists disagree that warming is even taking place. British scientists have noted a slight cooling trend over the past four years (data from the UK’s Climate Research Unit- reported in Benny Peiser’s Cambridge Conference Network, July 13/05).

It is only fair to the public that we present all sides to this warming debate. Let’s be balanced and truthful and let people have all the information in order to make properly informed responses. Too much media reporting favors the alarmist forecasts of coming disaster and consequently many media outlets have become not truth seekers but entertainers (David Altheide in Creating Fear notes the media tendency to favor doom scenarios). This is not science but manipulation and distortion. It is irresponsible to endlessly terrorize the public with such distortion of reality.

Then consider some of the scientific issues raised. Consider that global warming advocates tend to ignore the Medieval warming period (AD 850 to AD 1150) where temperatures were the same as or even higher than today and yet there was no oil-burning industry around to blame. Even more challenging to the CO2/warming linkage is the fact that during the Late Ordovician Period, some 450 million years ago, CO2 levels were 4400 parts per million (ppm), versus 380 ppm today, and yet temperatures were just as cold as they are today. Where then is the link between CO2 and warmer temperatures? As the geologists at Geocraft note: “According to greenhouse theory, the Earth should have been exceedingly hot” (www.geocraft.com). Scientists also note that CO2 increase in the atmosphere is not the cause of warming but rather occurs in response to natural warming.

And remember that only twice before has the Earth been as cold as it is now. It is far more natural or normal for the Earth to be much warmer than it is today. We only have to note the tropical tree stumps discovered in the Arctic for evidence of a once warmer world. As scientists have said, our current warming is simply the Earth returning to its normal temperature range after cooling during the Little Ice Age (approx. 1300 to 1850 AD) which followed the Medieval Warming period. And a warmer world would not be the catastrophe that climate doomsters like to portray. There are many benefits to a warmer Earth such as longer growing seasons and more plant growth (a greener world). Increased plant growth also leads to more CO2 being removed from the atmosphere (aerial fertilization effect). Also remember that more people die every year from cold than from warmth. 

Add to this evidence the fact that CO2 is not a poison but is in fact a very important nutrient that is critical to plant growth. Studies have shown the beneficial impact of CO2 increases on plant growth such as the fact that since 1950 global warming has increased grain production from 700 million tons to 2 billion tons a year. The geological response to this, “Our present atmosphere is CO2 impoverished” (Geocraft website).

Also, CO2 is an exceedingly small component of the atmospheric gases. Human sources of CO2 are 6 billion tons out of a total of 186 billion tons from all sources, mostly natural. Ninety five percent of the greenhouse effect is due to water vapor which occurs naturally. Of the remaining 5%, only .2% or maybe .3% is due to CO2 emissions and other gases. Because CO2 is such a miniscule component of the atmosphere, scientists say that even if the Kyoto Protocol cuts were fully enacted, the impact on world climate would not be detectable. The reduction in temperature would amount to about .02 degrees centigrade which can not be detected with current instruments.

Other scientists have noted that if warming is occurring then it is probably just part of the endless natural cycles of warming and cooling that have occurred throughout Earth’s history. Ian Clark of the University of Ottawa in his article ‘Blame the Sun’ (available at www.thehumanspirit.net) has argued that it would be more helpful to explore the strong correlation between solar radiation cycles and warming. Solar radiation has a more direct impact on atmospheric warming whereas the CO2 linkage has not yet been finally verified.

Lee Gerhard, former director and senior scientist at the Kansas Geological Survey, has this to say regarding the solar radiation/warming linkage: “Matching Earth temperature, carbon dioxide and solar intensity variation for the last 250 years, for example, demonstrates a very close correlation between solar variations and temperature change, whereas there is little correlation between carbon dioxide and temperature change. Research has shown that in the past, carbon dioxide rises follow temperature rises, they do not precede them. If the Arctic is melting, it is because we are in the third human-recorded 1,100 year solar  maximum, following the Roman warm event and the Medieval warm event” (FP Comment, National Post, June 24/06).

Because Kyoto will actually do little or nothing to resolve climate warming and because warming is part of the natural cycle of climate variability and will not have entirely negative impacts, it has been suggested that a better strategy for dealing with climate change is that of adaptation, not prevention. Adaptation is a wiser use of limited public funds for dealing with potential problems that may arise from climate change. Add to this the fact that free market forces have in the past dealt more effectively with large-scale environmental problems than the top-down imposed solutions of governments.

Consider also the climate alarmist threat of sea levels rising. Sea level rise is another natural and normal process (natural and normal being two values of supreme importance to environmentalists). In fact, since the last glacial maximum some 18,000 years ago sea levels have risen about 120 meters. So we have already seen a significant rise.

Also, consider that despite dramatic pictures in the news media of ice shelves breaking off (such as the Western Peninsula of Antarctica- some 2% of the continent) and glaciers melting, the evidence shows that ice is accumulating over most of Antarctica to the tune of some 45 billion tons a year and temperatures have dropped there by about one degree since 1957. Ice is also accumulating on the Greenland ice sheets and elsewhere. Evidence shows this has now led to sea levels dropping (reported in April 1 and June 16/05 issues of CCNet- data from CO2 Science Magazine). This contradicts climate scare scenarios entirely.

Others have noted that the computer projections of warming theorists that predict some 1.4 to 5.8 degrees of warming over this century are seriously flawed. These programs have been fed such data as the forecast that Libya will attain the same per capita GDP as the US by 2050. This is highly unlikely and skews the computer projections. The evidence is that over the past 30 years warming has been perhaps .17 degrees Centigrade per decade. This means that by 2100 any warming will be at the lower range of the IPCC predictions and this will lead to beneficial outcomes, not disaster (June 13/05 CCNet).

Other scientists have noted that the current warming that appears to be occurring is actually not even global in extent. Large areas of the globe are in fact experiencing a cooling trend (noted above in Antarctica). The warming that appears to be taking place is occurring mainly in parts of the Northern Hemisphere. 

In recent months further research has emerged on the solar radiation/warming linkage and it now appears that we may be due to enter another cooling phase within the next decade or so. Will global warming alarmists then suddenly switch and begin terrorizing the public with cooling disaster scenarios? Much like Paul Erhlich who started out terrorizing people with cooling scenarios in the 1970s before switching to warming alarmism.

We need to remember that science is shaped very much by the beliefs and outlook of the researchers. And there is a notable tendency among many researchers to look for the worst outcome and to ignore evidence to the contrary. Consequently, despite massive evidence that all the long term trends on Earth are improving, we have an endless litany of doom and gloom from these scientists. This tendency to ignore the truth and opt for some apocalyptic scenario has been noted by environmentalists like Bjorn Lomberg (The Skeptical Environmentalist), Julian Simon (The Ultimate Resource), and Greg Easterbrook (A Moment On The Earth). These researchers have set forth an impressive array of evidence regarding the true state of the Earth and the reality that while not perfect, it has been improving on all fronts.

We do well to also consider the history of the environmental movement and to note that the early environmentalists believed in the wise use or the human stewardship of nature. The movement was later hijacked by extremists with an anti-development, anti-progress, and anti-human ideology. Alston Chase has outlined this history in his excellent book ‘In A Dark Wood’ (one of the best one hundred books of the past century).

Michael Crichton’s novel State Of Fear is another good look at the extremist element in environmentalism that is trying to hijack the movement and employ it to promote an anti-development ideology (see Patrick Moore’s comments below- he is the co-founder of Greenpeace).

There are other issues that could be raised but these are just some that deserve consideration. We are wise to look at all sides of any issue before supporting public policies that could devastate economies and the lives of millions of people (the Kyoto Accord).

Wendell Krossa

Additional comments to Global Warming in a Broader Context

The following are excerpts, quotes and comments on climate and related issues culled from issues of Benny Peiser’s CCNet (Cambridge Conference Network). They point to the many and varied issues surrounding climate science and raise serious questions about the vaunted consensus claimed by warming alarmists. Peiser’s CCNet is a valuable source of information on many scientific and social issues. To subscribe contact Benny at B.J.Peiser@ljmu.ac.uk

Nov. 15/05

“Nothing is causing the planet to warm up except the removal of the causes which cooled it from optimum temperatures”.

Nov.15/05

“The Medieval Warming Period (AD 850 to AD 1150) was at least as warm as today which is now trending back toward the historical norm of a warmer world. The old period we are emerging from (known as the Little Ice Age) is an aberration from more normal temperature averages”.

We need to understand that a warmer world would not be the catastrophe that climate doomsters try to portray. Warming will have more impact on winters, nights, and further northern and southern latitudes. This would be a positive outcome.

Remember also in this regard that scientists have found tree stumps of an ancient tropical forest in the Arctic. This shows a once much warmer world.

Natural disasters and climate fluctuations have always occurred. There is no evidence that this is more frequent now or more disastrous. What has changed is that more people are now living in affected areas. The best response to such disaster is economic development and growth in order to enable people to adapt and deal with disaster. Wealthier countries have been better able to handle disasters and changes.

Nov.4/05

Will Alexander argues for more research into the causal link between the cyclicity of solar activity and hydro-meteorological cycles (rainfall patterns). There is strong evidence of a relationship here.

Greenland’s ice sheets are growing with average overall annual increases of 5.4 cm per year.

The push to meet Kyoto will damage economies and will cost hundreds of thousands of jobs in each of the various main economies of Europe alone. It could cost the world economy up to $300 trillion by 2100.

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC). “Skeptics charge that the IPCC has become too politicized and biased toward alarmist assessments and radical solutions. Its response to informed criticism has been unscientifically dismissive”.

Nov.2/05

Lord Nigel Lawson’s statement to the US Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works- “The IPCC ignores dissenting voices in favor of a consensus line and this is profoundly unscientific”. On the IPCC establishing itself as the sole authoritative source of information, evidence, analysis and interpretation is now under question: “To begin with, the idea of creating a single would-be authoritative fount of wisdom is itself open to doubt. Even if the IPCC process were indisputably and consistently rigorous, objective and professionally watertight, it could well be unwise for governments to place exclusive reliance in matters of great complexity where huge uncertainties prevail, on a single source of analysis and advice and a single process of inquiry. Viewed in this light, the very notion of setting consensus as an aim appears as questionable if not ill-judged”.

“A notable failure of the IPCC process was exposed with the questions raised regarding the hockey stick diagram. The diagram and the study it is based on have been widely cited to support the warming theory. But the diagram and study have been exposed as deeply flawed”.

The real drive behind the global warming agenda “has always been a neo-puritan agenda to limit growth, to make small beautiful, to reduce population to some nebulous optimum, to rein in the Great Satan (America), to crush the car and airplane, to curb capitalism and globalization, to continue to lord it over the developing world, especially those rampant Asian dragons, and to return us all to a ‘Golden Organic Age’ that never was” Philip Stott.

The impact of Kyoto on global temperature will be negligible at best. If Kyoto were fully implemented the most optimistic estimates state that temperature might decrease by .06 degrees in half a century. Fred Singer, climatologist, reckons it may be as little as .02 degrees. This is so miniscule that current instruments could not even measure it.

Norway and New Zealand have both experienced glacial advances over the past two decades.

Sept.29/05

During the last interglacial period the Greenland ice sheet suffered massive retreat and the Canadian ice caps melted completely. Temperatures were 1.3 to 3.5 degrees warmer than today. Alaska has experienced times over history when it was significantly warmer than today and yet the air’s CO2 concentration was much lower than today. Warming may not be due to CO2 concentrations.

Alaska and Yukon were much warmer during the previous interglacial than they are today. Even during the current interglacial (the Holocence) the Arctic Ocean was at times up to 3-7 degrees Centigrade warmer. It may have been 5 degrees warmer only a few thousand years ago. Something other than CO2 must be responsible. 

The Medieval Warming Period was followed by the Little Ice Age which lasted till the warming of the 20th Century. Contrary to climate alarmists this warming is not extraordinary. 

If the Arctic “were to warm by another degree or so in the current century, such warming would still not qualify as proof of CO2 induced global warming”.

Tree ring studies found the warmest period of the past 6 centuries occurred in the 1930s and 1940s before the majority of anthropogenic CO2 from the industrial era had been emitted into the atmosphere. The authors of this report conclude, “there has been no historical CO2-induced global warming anywhere”.

Satellite data show the Antarctic ice cover is getting thicker. This continent holds 70% of the world’s fresh water reserves. This means the doomsday scenarios of an Antarctic meltdown and consequent rise in sea level seems unrealistic.

Sept. 28/05

In another study on climate variability from Armagh Observatory in Ireland CO2 Science Magazine noted “In contrast to the highly publicized climate-alarmist claim that the past 2 decades have experienced unprecedented warmth due to CO2 induced global warming, the Armagh record indicates we are not yet beyond the normal range of variability”. So there is nothing unusual or unprecedented about the world’s current level of warmth. 

There is no proof linking storms today with global warming. On the other hand, long term evidence shows the past episodes of global warming “tended to reduce both the frequency and intensity of Atlantic Basin hurricanes”. 

“The obvious conclusion to be drawn from the results of these several studies which is clearly contrary to that espouse by the majority of the world’s climate alarmists, is that global warming does not lead to either more frequent or more intense Atlantic basin hurricanes. In fact, it generally does the opposite. Nevertheless, some scientists continue to ignore these real world facts, content instead to place their faith in the tenuous output of theoretical climate models”.

Analysis of sediment cores over the past 7000 years shows that the most severe hurricanes striking the Gulf Coast came during earlier periods of cooler temperature. During the last 100 warmer years the number of intense land-falling hurricanes has declined.

Aug.30/05

Meteorologist and climatologist George Taylor says there is no reason to expect increases in hurricanes due to greenhouse warming. Due to the fact that “most future warming will be in high latitudes in polar regions which will reduce the north-south temperature gradient and make poleward transfer of heat less vigorous (a task in which tropical storms play a major role)…a warmer world should have fewer not more hurricanes”.

The argument that global warming increases storms makes headlines but it violates fundamental scientific truth and a history of evidence.

There have been 10 period of glaciation in the last one million years. These have been roughly 100,000 year Ice Age cycles with warmer interglacial periods of between 10,000 to 20,000 years.

Aug. 23/05

CCNet notes a Climate Audit report which exposes the IPCC’s unprofessional treatment of economic issues and dismissal of expert input on such issues in favor of whatever will support their own politically driven conclusions.

Aug.19/05

The total number of cyclones in the South Asia region in the 20th Century is one half of those in the 19th Century.

Aug.18/05

Consensus on global warming is a myth. Hundreds of scientists with peer-reviewed papers in scientific journals have questioned the link between human activity and global warming. Solar variability is a far more likely cause of warming.

Aug.12/05

The troposphere is where most of the air is found and where most weather occurs. Computer models predict that if global warming is really happening then temperatures in the troposphere should rise along with those on the surface. And recorded surface temperatures are rising. But data from weather balloons and satellites suggest that temperatures in the troposphere have remained constant since the 1970s. This leads some to think surface temperature increases might only be local and due to urban island effect where roads, buildings, and such are absorbing and radiating off excess heat to influence recording devices nearby.

The oft repeated attacks on the US as the world’s greatest polluter has led some to conclude that the environmental movement has less to do with the defense of the earth than with a more important objective- to attack the capitalist economic system and in particular the US as the primary advocate for this system. Greenpeace cofounder, Patrick Moore, agrees with this: “The environmental movement has been hijacked by political activists who are using green rhetoric to cloak agendas that have more to do with anti-corporatism and class warfare than with ecology or the environment”. The facts actually show that the US is not the worst polluter. Canada and Australia are worse in terms of per capita numbers.

June 20/05

Kyoto is “Europe’s attempt to impose its highly regulated socialist model of climate control on the rest of the world, striking a calculated blow at the US in the process”.

My insert- Alston Chase in his book In A Dark Wood traces the development of the ideas behind the environmental movement. Following this fascinating history, it becomes obvious, as Greenpeace cofounder Patrick Moore also suggests, that modern environmentalism is another reincarnation of Socialism. Modern environmentalism opposes private property, it is anti-capitalist, anti-development, anti-free trade, anti-urban, and in general anti-human. It seeks to centralize control of land under the state, to regulate all activity through centralized bureaucracies, and to prevent ongoing economic development.

July 13/05

Data from the UK’s Climate Research Unit (CRU) show that the common claim that temperatures are continuing to rise that that global warming is becoming catastrophic is not supported by the evidence. The CRU data shows that “temperatures peaked in 1998 (due to a very strong El Nino), dropped sharply in 1999, dropped further in 2000, climbed in 2001, peaked again in early 2002, albeit lower than 1998, and since then the monthly global average temperature anomalies have not exceeded those of the first three months of 2002”.

They conclude that there is no way that the trend over the last 39 months can be regarded as increasing.

July 7/05

Climate adaptation rather than mitigation should be the policy driver. 

At a climate conference in Moscow in July 2003 the UK delegation led by Sir David King “vehemently opposed allowing any of the experts who disagreed with the Kyoto science to even present their work”.

That CO2 is raising Earth’s temperature- all evidence points to the effect being small and innocuous.

July 6/05

Estimates of the impact of global warming vary enormously, are highly speculative, heavily overestimate the damage, particularly when some part of the world would actually benefit from a warmer climate, something the IPCC has consistently underplayed. The worst case scenarios are constantly cited, erroneously as forecast and they are seriously distorting policy.

The current rise in temperature is a natural rebound from the Little Ice Age of AD 1350 to AD 1850.

July 5/05

Russian scientists, in a report to the Academy of Sciences on the research done aboard the Krasin ice breaker, concluded that the largest part of the Antarctic continent had become colder with time.

July 1/05

Global warming is not an automatic doomsday. In some regions warmer weather will be a boon. 

Some of the melt in the Arctic will be balanced by increases in sea ice volume in the Antarctic.

During the 1960s and 1970s environmentalists (Paul Erhlich among them) were trying to scare us with the threat of a new ice age. And they may have been more correct then as we are nearing the end of an interglacial period (we are at year 18,000 and interglacial periods are usually from 15,000 to 20,000 years long) and due to be heading back into the next ice age.

June 27/05

Glaciers in the Alps have grown and declined repeatedly since the last ice age.

June 23/05

IPCC vice president Yury Izrael, the director of the Global Climate and Ecology Institute, says there is no proven link between human activity and global warming.

The main trigger for a new ice age is a shift in the Earth’s orbit from being more elliptical to being more circular, which happens in cycles lasting roughly 100,000 years.

Environmentalists see something threatening a local area and extrapolate globally.

June 22/05

Sea level rises are due to a variety of things including shifting tectonic plates. Rising sea levels is a complex matter where no simplistic conclusions can be applied. Such simplification typifies people with little scientific understanding.

June 16/05

The vast majority of regions in East Antarctica are thickening, especially in the interior. West Antarctica has both thickening and thinning trends. The East is five times as large as the West hence the net effect is thickening of ice sheets.

“We can safely conclude that the climate-alarmist claim of dramatic global flooding has been thoroughly discredited, for during the period of time that they claim the planet experienced the warmest temperatures of the past two millennia, Antarctica experience a net buildup of ice that actually removed water from earth’s seas” (From the June 15/05 issue of CO2 Science Magazine).

The same issue notes that fully 80% of Antarctica coastal stations revealed an intensification of cooling or reduced rate of warming while some sites recorded a shift from warming to cooling. This is one of the planets two polar regions where global warming is predicted to be expressed most strongly. This contradicts the climate alarmist’s views. 

Much alarmist reporting is due to journalist’s inability to contemplate boredom and the tendency to find the mild too dull.

June 14/05

This issue presented information that sea levels are not rising at present and there has even been a sea level fall.

Bjorn Lomberg argues that humanity should deal with communicable diseases (such as AIDs and malaria), malnutrition, free trade, clean drinking water as top priorities. Climate change should be at the bottom as it costs more than the good it would do.

June 13/05

Times of historical prosperity have been tied to unusually warm periods such as the Medieval Warm Period between 1100 and 1300 AD. In contrast the Little Ice Age was characterized by famines, pandemics, and social upheaval. 

Cold kills more people each year than heat.

Other climate related scares have collapsed under close scrutiny. Climate alarmists tend to ignore human, animal and plant adaptability.

Also, remember the growth promoting benefit of more CO2. Tropical forests and the Amazon are reported to be growing more luxuriant.

Average global temperatures have declined since 1998.

Greenhouse gases are not causing the world to heat up. 

On the geological scale, changes in temperature preceded changes in CO2.

Water vapor accounts for 95% of the greenhouse effect. “CO2 is a minor greenhouse gas responsible for 3.6% of the total greenhouse effect. Of this, only .12% or .036 degrees Celsius could be attributed to human activity”, according to Professor Rob Carter, a marine geologist.

The IPCC claims it will warm by 1.4 degrees Centigrade to 5.8 degrees Centigrade by 2100. The low end of this range will be beneficial and there is a growing body of evidence that warming will be modest and near the low end of this range. During the past 30 years a constant warming rate has been established at .17 degrees Centigrade per decade. This is what can be expected in the future and supports the estimate of the lower end of the range.

June 9/05

It is not much sense to drag down the economies in an attempt to stop what is in part a natural and unavoidable process.

May 31/05

“The best evidence indicates a warmer world would result in more bountiful crops. The modest warming expected should result in a longer growing season, more sunshine and rainfall, while summertime high temperatures change little. A warmer planet means milder winters and fewer crop-killing frosts. History shows the Earth’s climate is less stormy and more stable in relatively warm eras. Rainfall will increase moderately because global warming evaporates more water from the oceans where it falls back to earth in a reinvigorated hydrological cycle”.

Satellite readings show worldwide vegetative cover has increased 6.17% between 1982-1999. The world is getting greener. CO2 has a beneficial effect on plant growth and some scientists say plants today are CO2 deprived.

Since 1950 global warming has increased grain production from 700 million tons to 2 billion tons a year.

May 27/05

The current melt of Alphine glaciers is part of the variability that has been going on for thousands of years. 7,000 years ago the mountains of the Alps were nearly glacier free.

May 20/05

The world’s largest ice sheet is growing due to increased snowfall caused by climate change. The ice sheet is holding an extra 45 billion tons of ice each year. This is equivalent to a sea level drop of .12 mm a year.

Not all increase in temperature is due to CO2 concentration. Urbanization may account for one half of the recent increase. Also, the Earth’s core is extremely hot and this source of heat must affect the atmospheric temperature.

May 18/05

“Each of us has to decide the balance between being effective and being honest”, left wing climate scientist Stephen Schneider.

“No matter if the science is all phony, there are collateral environmental benefits…climate change provides the greatest chance to bring justice and equality in the world”, Christine Stewart, Canadian Environment Minister.

Since the fall of the USSR many of the political Left lost a cause which they quickly replaced with environmentalism. 

May 11/05

The earth’s climate is constantly changing owing to natural variability in earth’s processes. Natural climate variability over recent geological time is greater than reasonable estimates of potential human-induced greenhouse gas changes…there is no discernible human influence on global climate at this time.

There are wild fluctuations in solar energy hitting the earth, yet earth’s surface temperature does not fluctuate wildly. This shows there is tremendous stability built into the climate system.

The sensitivity of earth’s temperature to CO2 has been grossly overestimated.

May 13/05

Consensus is not science. It tends to be politically correct.

May 1/05

Dr. Naomi Oreskes analyzed 1000 papers published on global warming and claimed that 75 % of them either explicitly or implicitly backed the consensus view.

Benny Peiser did his own analysis of the same set of papers and concluded that only one third backed the consensus view while only 1% did so explicitly.

Global temperatures were similar or even higher during the Medieval Warming Period when atmospheric CO2 levels were much lower than today.

Michael Crichton- “I regard consensus as an extremely pernicious development that ought to be stopped dead in its tracks. Historically, the claim of consensus has been the first refuge of scoundrels; it is a way to avoid debate by claiming that the matter is already settled… the work of science has nothing whatever to do with consensus”.

The greatest scientists in history are great precisely because they broke with the consensus.

April 27/05

“Ice core samples tell us the Earth has had more than 600 moderate, natural, solar-driven warmings in the past million years”. The warmings raise world average temperatures about 2 degrees C above the long term mean for 500-800 years and are followed by little ice ages that drop temperatures a similar 2 degrees below the mean. 

April 26/05

Madhave Khandekar says that in Canada winter is getting warmer but not summer. There are fewer blizzards now. 

And there is no increase in thunderstorms, intense tornadoes or hurricanes.

April 25/05

At the South Pole, temperatures have fallen by a degree since 1957.

The Western Peninsula of Antarctica, where sea ice shelves have broken off, is 2 percent of the continent. In 65.9 % of the region outside the Peninsula, sea ice is increasing.

Between 1990 and 2000 US forests expanded by more than 10  million acres.

April 11/05

Antarctic ice cores show CO2 has varied widely over the past several million years. There is a relationship with temperature- warming precedes rises in CO2. This is the opposite of the IPCC claim that human-produced CO2 has led to warming.

Greenhouse orthodoxy is based on the assumption the climate was stable until disrupted by human industry. In fact, climate is always changing and significantly.

Environmentalists hold too much sincere belief that they are acting for a virtuous reason- to save the earth. This leads to noble lies- the noble cause corruption.

World population growth rate peaked at 2% in 1968, the very year Paul Erhlich published the Population Bomb. Worldwide birth rates are in free fall and precipitously so.

April 6/05

Rabbi Bioteach: “The human imperative is not to reckon with God’s secrets but to promote those values which he conveyed as being supreme, leading with the defense of human life”. 

“That’s one message both the religious and the secularists can embrace. Maybe, when we work to make the world better, it’s the spirit of God working through us, and maybe its the spirit of humanity. In the end does it make a difference?” Cathy Young.

April 4/05

The land area devoted to cropland is falling in developed countries like the US and Europe.

Tree plantations could supply the world’s industrial wood needs from just 15% of the world’s forested area. This leaves 85% to nature.

April 1/05

Numerous headlines shouted that Antarctic glaciers were in massive retreat due to global warming. Just a month later as evidence came in, the tune had changed entirely. The Antartic ice sheet was confounding climate theory by growing. Alarmists had based their doom predictions on local melting around the Western Peninsula whereas most of the continent has been cooling and ice sheets growing and this is leading to a decline in global sea level.

If the increased snow cover is due to anthropogenic global warming, “That would be more evidence that the global climate change system has more checks and balances in it than the US Constitution, something as obvious as this planet’s propensity to sustain life for three billion years”.

March 21/05

The rise of irrationality and the refusal to engage factual evidence has coincided with the rise in anti-capitalism. This has led to distrust, cynicism, dogmatic assertion, and intolerance. Science is essential to civilization and democracy and offers hope for the future.

The new religion of saving the planet is noble. It is a new faith with popular appeal and media support, and is skillfully exploited by NGOs. All this coincides with the faddish doctrine of catastrophism.

March 18/05

Climate warming is recovery to previous warmer conditions.

March 17/05

Environmentalism feeds on an alarmist cycle. Scientists make ambiguous statements. Advocates and media then make alarmist announcements. Politicians then respond to public alarm and feed the scientists money and this leads to more statements from scientists. It’s a self-perpetuating cycle.

Sea levels have been rising consistently for the last 18,000 years since the last glacial maximum, by about 120 meters.

During the Medieval Warm Period sea levels were .6 meters higher than today. Sea level fell significantly in the 1970s and has remained stable thereafter. Satellite altimetry shows there is no trend of sea levels rising.

Mar. 7/05

The mean surface global temperature over the last 10,000 years was significantly warmer than the late 20th Century.

March 2/05

The most significant risk to human health is not warmer temperature but cold.

March 1/05

“Y2K taught the opposite lesson from what the extremists propounded: far from being vulnerable because they are interconnected, our systems are robust because of their redundancy and interconnectedness”, Larry Seltzer.

In the media disaster is news and its absence is not. The media highlight disastrous scares and ignore the exposes of the scares.

Patrick Moore, cofounder of Greenpeace, says he left the movement because is became infiltrated by radicals bent on ridding the world of capitalism and biotechnology.

Feb. 25/05

CO2 is only .03% of the atmosphere’s total volume. While global CO2 emissions have increased by 66%, the rate of global temperature rise has not changed at all.

Feb. 16/05

There is no evidence of an acceleration in either global or coastal sea level rise over the entire industrial period when the CO2 content rose about a third and we are told the planet experienced a warming that was unprecedented over the past one to two millennia.

Warming is real but it can’t be blamed on human activity. Solar cycles can account for most of the warming.

Climate models over estimate positive feedback and underestimate negative feedback.

Most scientists spend their lives working to shore up the reigning world view- the dominant paradigm. The drive to conformity is accentuated by peer review which ensures that only papers in support of the paradigm appear in the literature.

Feb. 15/05

Senator James Inhofe called the threat of catastrophic global warming the greatest hoax ever perpetrated on the American people.

If global temperatures increase, so does evaporation from oceans increase. If there is more water vapor in the air then this creates a positive feedback effect. If water vapor forms clouds then they reflect radiation back into space which then reduces temperatures. OR they may act as a blanket and retain heat. The net effect of clouds is unknown.

Environmentalists have a moral message to convey- that people are screwing up the world.

