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For those who won't read it, Berger summarizes his argument at the beginning
of chapter 4. Externalization, objectivation, and internalization. This is
what we do when we create culture, society, our world.
We are compelled as if by instinct to create meaning in an ordered society.
This is why we externalize ourselves. We collectively externalize ourselves
in common activity and language (ideas) and thereby produce a human world.
This world then attains the status of an objective reality. This same
objective reality is then internalized in the process of socialization
(growing up and learning to be members of our societies). It then structures
our subjective consciousness. It gives us meaning.
Now he recognizes this works in feedback loops (dialectic back and forth in
rough translation). We create and then our creation shapes our lives, our
own personal consciousness.  Where this goes to the birds is when we
validate it all with religion and take it too seriously as an untouchable
replica of the heavenly model, the archetype.
No, it is just our creation and we, by our actions and words, make it what
it is. We have then the power to keep renewing and changing it with time.
And all of our individual stories make up the greater story of humanity in society over
the longer history.
One thing Berger does well is show the importance of human culture and
society. It is the essence of what we are about and we are all responsible
for making it better.
And recognizing that human society is simply a human creation does not
lessen the transcendent nature of this search for and creation of meaning.
It is all an manifestation of the superabundant reality expressed in human beings
overcoming their barbaric past to live as human. This is the great story of
life. Humane society is the kingdom of God and no description of it can lessen the
wonder of it all (shades of Breech here- don't lose sight of the
transcendence in ordinary human actions just because you can regularize it
in description. The same applies to naturalist descriptions of nature).Wendell Krossa

