A warmer Earth is normal

Some interesting articles in the National Post (Nov. 19/04) challenging global warming scenarios and counter-challenges from global warming alarmists. All this back and forth has stirred interesting response from readers. One particularly interesting one from Hugh Abercrombie of Calgary, a geologist.

He says that Earth's warming is not unprecedented and need not be reversed. Geology, he says, teaches us that there have been seven major glacial epochs in the 4.5 billion years of Earth's history. "The most recent one includes our present interglacial period. Although the time spans of major episodes of glaciation are not precisely known, estimates of their collective duration range from about 200 million to 400 million years, or some 4% to 9% of the age of the Earth. This means that for more than 90% of Earth's history global temperatures have been higher than they are now. The real question on global warming is not why the Earth is warming and what we can do to stop it. The correct question is: 'Why is the Earth as cold as it is now?'"

Add to this the fact that the stumps of an ancient tropical forest have been discovered across the Artic. It was once a tropical area. 

This turns the entire debate on its head profoundly. This cool interglacial period that we live in is not normal. A return to normal will mean a warmer Earth.
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